One pot synthesis of nitrogen-containing polycyclic delta-lactones by double nucleophilic addition of bis(trimethylsilyl)ketene acetals to pyridines.
Pyridine and bis(TMS)ketene acetals (TMS = trimethylsilyl) react successively with methylchloroformate and iodine (or peracids) to give, via functionalized dihydropyridines, bicyclic nitrogen-containing lactones which have been characterized by X-ray crystallography.